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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 23, 2006

ACCLAIMED DIRECTOR ROLAND EMMERICH GIVES $150,000 

TO SUPPORT GAY AND LESBIAN FILM PRESERVATION

Lead Gift of $1.5 Million Campaign to Support Legacy Project is 

Largest Donation Ever to 24-Year-Old Outfest


Celebrated director Roland Emmerich (THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW, THE PATRIOT, INDEPENDENCE DAY) has pledged $150,000 to support Outfest’s Legacy Project for LGBT Film Preservation. The largest gift in Outfest’s 24-year history, this donation is the first lead gift toward a three-year, $1.5 million campaign supporting Outfest’s new lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) film preservation collaboration with the UCLA Film & Television Archive.


“Outfest’s Legacy Project is the only program focusing on the miserable state of gay and lesbian film preservation,” said Emmerich. “These images have saved countless lives and shaped the LGBT communities we know today. As a filmmaker I know how important it is to protect my work. The independent gay and lesbian films of the last 30 years have had no one to save, restore and protect them until now. I’m proud to play a part in launching the Legacy Project and encourage everyone to help save these precious, affirming images.”

"Roland Emmerich’s incredible investment in the Legacy Project is a profound statement about the importance of LGBT film preservation," said Outfest Executive Director Stephen Gutwillig, "For a man of Roland’s stature – one of the most successful directors in history – to make such a large lead gift in this campaign raises the bar for all of us. We’re enormously grateful to Roland for his generosity and applaud his leadership in this crucial initial fundraising campaign to reverse decades of neglect in the field of LGBT film preservation.”

Outfest’s Legacy Project for LGBT Film Preservation is the only program devoted to addressing the crisis in lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) film preservation. Through the Legacy Project, Outfest and the UCLA Film & Television Archive have established the largest publicly accessible collection of LGBT films in the world. In addition, Outfest and UCLA are collecting film prints and other material for permanent preservation and will strike new prints for widespread public exhibition, restore damaged films to their initial release forms and educate filmmakers and the general public about LGBT film and video preservation. (More info attached.)

- more -

Outfest and the UCLA Film & Television Archive have already collected over 3,300 LGBT films in accessible mediums and collected archive-quality 35mm prints of DESERT HEARTS (1985), EDGE OF SEVENTEEN (1998), WILD REEDS (1994) and many others. They have also identified a number of compelling 35mm restoration projects and will announce an initial slate later this year.

Other founding supporters of Outfest’s Legacy Project for LGBT Film Preservation are the David Bohnett Foundation; the Hollywood Foreign Press Association; and Jason Murakawa and Dean Hansell.

Outfest is a leading showcase for diverse, international gay and lesbian images and artistry. Since its founding in 1982, Outfest has presented more than 4,000 films to audiences of over half a million people. Its programs include:

· Outfest:  The Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Film Festival – The oldest and largest continuous film festival in Los Angeles (Outfest 2006: The 24th Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, July 6-17).

· Outfest Wednesdays – The oldest gay and lesbian themed weekly screening series in the country. (Every Wednesday at the Egyptian Theater in Hollywood)

· Fusion: The Los Angeles LGBT People of Color Film Festival – The only multi-ethnic, gender inclusive LGBT film festival. (Fusion 2006: The 4th Los Angeles LGBT People of Color Film Festival, November 17-19).

· Legacy Project for LGBT Film Preservation – The first film preservation program in the world dedicated to saving and protecting LGBT films.

· Outfest Screenwriting Lab – Nurturing emerging writers and their LGBT-themed screenplays.

· Access LA – Forging connections between filmmakers and established industry professionals.

The UCLA Film and Television Archive is internationally renowned for its pioneering efforts to preserve and showcase not only classic but also current and innovative film and television. Additionally, the Archive is a unique resource for media study, with one of the largest collections of media materials in the United States – second only to the Library of Congress in Washington D.C. – and the largest of any university in the world. Its vaults hold more than 270,000 motion picture and television titles and 27 million feet of newsreel footage. The combined collections represent an all-encompassing documentation of the 20th century.

***
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Outfest’s Legacy Project for LGBT Film Preservation

This major new initiative is the only film preservation program in the world devoted to addressing the crisis in lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) film preservation. In partnership with the UCLA Film & Television Archive, Outfest’s Legacy Project for LGBT Film Preservation has established the largest publicly accessible collection of LGBT films in the world. In addition, Outfest and UCLA are collecting film prints and other material for permanent preservation, and will strike new prints for widespread public exhibition, restore damaged films to their initial release forms and educate filmmakers and the general public about LGBT film and video preservation. 

Outfest’s Legacy Project has three primary components:

1. The LGBT Film Study Center - This landmark conservation project aims to create the world’s first comprehensive collection of LGBT films. Our goal is to secure a copy of every relevant domestic and international feature and short film ever made in an easily accessible medium (DVD, Digital Beta, VHS, etc.). The LGBT Film Study Center is directly accessible to students, scholars and the creative community at UCLA state-of-the-art Archive Research and Study Center (ARSC). The more than 3,000 DVDs and VHS tapes Outfest has placed at UCLA already represent the largest publicly accessible collection of LGBT films in the world. Our plan is to double that number in five years and create a permanent, ongoing, all-inclusive home for LGBT films from around the world. 

2. The LGBT Motion Picture Collection - The Legacy Project’s preservation and restoration component is focused on building a collection of archive-quality 16mm and 35mm prints of significant LGBT titles. Since film stock remains the preferred archival format worldwide, it is crucial to find, restore and preserve all the archive-quality prints, negatives and other film elements we can locate or produce. This work will involve repairing and preserving titles whose components are degraded, altered or missing. We will then strike new prints of significant titles for permanent preservation and, unlike most existing film preservation projects, make some of those new prints widely available for nonprofit public exhibition through the thriving network of LGBT film festivals worldwide. 

3. Public Education – It’s not enough to address more than 30 years of neglect within this field. Our mission is also to keep the damage from spreading any further by educating today’s filmmakers and audiences about these issues. We’ll do that by integrating preservation education into Outfest’s existing public exhibition programs, providing filmmaker seminars on maintaining the physical integrity of their work and playing a convening role among film preservationists, the entertainment industry and the LGBT community. Outfest and UCLA’s first joint symposium, “Out of the Closet – Into the Vaults,” will take place Monday, April 10, 2006 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.
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